except honour. 'It was a unique service', says
the Encyclopaedia Britannica; ' rendered in the old
chivalrous spirit of one nation to another in an age
of Machiavellian diplomacy and growing national
selfishness'.

The day after the siege was raised there was a
great service of thinksgiving in St. Stephen's Cathedral.
The text of the sermon was. * There was a man sent
from God whose name was John.'

That he may not seem remote from the western
world in time and space let us note that Sobieski
had in his younger days been a visitor to London,
the London of Charles I. Later Queen Henrietta
Maria of England was the godmother of Sobieski's
eldest son James, Louis XIV of France being the
godfather.

AUGUST II, POLAND'S WORST KING [1697-1733]

After the death of Jan Sobieski Poland elected
August ( Augustus ), the Elector of Saxony, king, the
worst ruler Poland ever had. His election was an
incident in the great conflict which had arisen between
the Bourbons and the Hapsburgs, now extended so as
to involve all Europe, complicated in Poland by the
growing Hohenzollern influence and that of the titan
now appearing in the east, Peter the Great. The reign
of August is a story too sad and depressing for any
friend of Poland to enjoy recording, so we will turn
from his period to the man himself, a figure not with-
out interst, pausing merely to remark that the first
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